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Legal and ethical framework 
 
The National Museums of World Culture are subject to the following legal and ethical frameworks in 
matters concerning return of objects.  
 

Laws 
 
Burial Act (1990:1144).  

Budget Act (2011:203).  

Historic Environment Act, KML (1988:950)  

National Minorities and Minority Languages Act (2009:724).  

Museums Act (2017:563).  

Government Agency Ordinance (2007:515).  

Transfer of State Movable Assets Ordinance (1996:1191)   

The return of cultural objects unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member State, 
Return Directive (incorporated in the Historic environment act). (Directive 2014/60/EU) 

 

Conventions and international agreements  
 
Unesco 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Confict 
 
Unesco 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property  
 
Unidroit 1995 Unidroit Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects 

 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007. (A/RES/61/295)  

Washington Conference Principles on Nazi-Confiscated Art (1998)  

Terezin Declaration on Holocaust Era Assets and Related Issues (2009) 

Unesco Recommendation concerning the Protection and Promotion of Museums and 
Collections, their Diversity and their Role in Society, 2015 

Regulation (EU) 2019/880 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 
on the introduction and the import of cultural goods 2019/880,  

FN:s säkerhetsrådsresolution 2199/2015 

FN:s säkerhetsrådsresolution 2347/2017  

ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums 

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/begravningslag-19901144_sfs-1990-1144
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/budgetlag-2011203_sfs-2011-203
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/kulturmiljolag-1988950_sfs-1988-950
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/lag-2009724-om-nationella-minoriteter-och_sfs-2009-724
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/museilag-2017563_sfs-2017-563
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/myndighetsforordning-2007515_sfs-2007-515
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/forordning-19961191-om-overlatelse-av-statens_sfs-1996-1191
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/SV/ALL/?uri=celex:32014L0060
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/convention-and-protocols/1954-hague-convention/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/convention-and-protocols/1954-hague-convention/
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://www.unidroit.org/instruments/cultural-property/1995-convention
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.state.gov/washington-conference-principles-on-nazi-confiscated-art/
https://www.state.gov/prague-holocaust-era-assets-conference-terezin-declaration/
https://unesco.se/?infomat=unescos-rekommendation-om-skydd-for-och-framjande-av-museer-och-samlingar
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/SV/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0880
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/sres2199-2015
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/s/res/2347-%282017%29
https://icom.museum/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/ICOM-code-En-web.pdf
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Guidelines and advice 
 
Swedish Government Bill: Cultural Heritage Policy (prop 2016/17:116) 
 
Swedish National Heritage Board, 2020: Good collections management. Guidance for 
managing the return of cultural objects 

Swedish National Heritage Board. 2020. Good collections management. Guidance for 
handling human remains in museum collections.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

https://www.regeringen.se/4933fd/contentassets/127b80d33b084194a415d72b85721874/161711600web.pdf
http://raa.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1433378/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://raa.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1433378/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://raa.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1433380/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://raa.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1433380/FULLTEXT01.pdf
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